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Asian Congress on Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery in Manila 2016

Memories and emotions were high when the 
doors of Manila Hotel opened once more to the 
delegates of the 12th Asian Congress on Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery.  Nearly six decades 
since Asia’s premiere congress on the specialty 
was held in Manila, November 2016 was the date 
when it all came back. 

The Opening served as a throwback to the years 
of existence of the Asian Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons and the Congress itself 
when Prof. Ravindranathan presented the history 
of the association.  Aside from recognising each 
country member,  a tribute was made to the past-
presidents of the association. The rich culture of 
the region and the host country was highlighted 
with a colourful and playful display of the local 
performers.  This was capped of by a plenary lec-
ture of Prof. Daniel Laskin which signalled the start of 
the Scientific Sessions of the 12th Asian Congress of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. 

During the day, hundreds of participants and speakers 
filled the halls of the Manila Hotel during the 4-day Sci-
entific Sessions; expertise and ideas were shared.   At 
night, they converged to the venues of the social events 
where experts and trainees traded dancing skills and 
stories.  Friends saw each other and new friendships 
were made.  The oral and poster competitions were held 
with one of our very own local resident placing in the 
poster competition.   

In the background of all these, were the hard working 
members of the organising committee composed of Fel-
lows of the college and other Colleagues in the Dental 
Profession.  Led by the local organising chair Dr Fer-
nando Fernandez with the leadership of the Asian Asso-
ciation President Fellow Mario Esquillo,  the organisers 
spilled blood, sweat and tears with a smile reminiscent 
of the hospitality for which Filipinos are known for.   

KUDOS to the local organisers for the success of the 
12th Asian Congress on Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

MIDYEAR CONVENTION 2016 

The Midyear Convention of the college 
was held at the Enrique Ona Auditori-
um of the National Kidney & Trans-
plant Institute last August 28, 2016.  
With the theme ‘Surgical Management 
of the Geriatric Patient’ the midyear 
session was filled with delegates from 
over the metro and beyond.  Partici-
pants coming from as far as Davao 
and Batangas were treated to a day of 
learning and fellowship. 

INSIDE THE LOUPE
COVER STORY
1. ACOMS 2016 

EDITORIAL
3. Expertise in the Practise of OMS

PERSPECTIVES
3. Perspectives: Traditional Chinese 
Medicine and Acupuncture

P.P.E.
1. PCOMS Midyear Convention 2016
4. Fellow in the Board of Dentistry

Continue to page 4



  



  FEBRUARY 2017 ISSUE NO. 7

PAGE 3

BE INFORMED, BE UPDATED,
BE ‘IN THE LOUPE’
Reach us @
www.pcoms.wordpress,com
facebook,com/philcollegeoms

PCOMS Publication Committee
Chair

Dr. Jay Hansel Tabije
Co-Chair 

Dr. Mariusse Chars Esquillo
In the Loupe Editorial

Dr. Cynthia del Castillopublication committee 2017

EXPERTISE IN THE PRACTISE 
OF OMS 

The common dictionary definition of 
Expertise (n.) is expert skill or knowledge in a particular 
field.  In our specialty as any other this is the ultimate 
goal of every practitioner.  To be an expert in a field re-
quires tedious training and studies.  In our special field 
of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery the adjective Excellence 
is used hand-in-hand with this.  To Aristotle, this is an act 
of performing ones best every single time.  In the Intro-
duction to the 5th Edition of Contemporary OMS an ex-
cellent surgeon must be technically skilled but kind, 
compassionate, humble and have strong components of 
humanism.1  I would put it to mean that, expertise in 
surgery require attitude as much as theoretical and 
technical training.  This shift in thinking on how surgeons 
(including OMS) should be may boil down to the fact 
that in recent times more emphasis has been put to the 
Quality of the Patient’s Life after the surgery more than 
the extent of the surgery itself.   

A steel bladder, cast-iron stomach, and a heart 
of gold2 is a phrase I grew up with in training, It exempli-
fies the iron-handed training officer pushing you to the 

limits, long hours of duty coupled with a dose of B**S*** 
session every now and then.  But still at the end teaches 
you how to empathise with the patient, to assess and 
deliberate the treatment outcomes with the patient in 
mind.   

How OMS residents should be trained is a topic 
on its own. However Who is the expert; who is better 
skilled, better trained might be a driving force for every 
OMS but we should not forget that What is better for the 
patient, the specialty and ultimately the country should 
be what Fuels us as clinicians. 

“The future might be bright, but it will necessi-
tate not only the continued demonstration of compe-
tence by the oral surgeon but also leadership, wisdom 
and persistence.  These qualities will be necessary to 
bring about changes, so that oral surgeons may practice 
their specialty”3 

Dr Jay Hansel Tabije   
Editor-in-Chief, In the Loupe 

1.  J.Hupp, et.al.(2008) Contemporary Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, 5th ed. 
Mosby Elsevier, page xi 
2. adapted from The Perfect Surgery Student; L.Blackbourne(2012) Surgi-

cal Recall, Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, pages 3-5 
3. excerpt from Chap.1 History of the development of Oral Surgery in the 

US; H.Archer(1975) Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, 5th ed. Saunders, page 12
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editorial

Perspectives: Acupuncture & Traditional Medicine - a Fellow’s Experience in 
Taiwan 

             Joy S. Bautista DDM,MHPEd,FPCOMS,FIAOMS,FICD
In August of 2016 a group of Fellows went to Taipei Hospital in Taiwan to attend an unusual course organised by the 
International Healthcare Training Centre (TIHTC).  This program is offered to doctors and allied health professionals 
from different countries. 

TIHTC is a centre established on August 29,2002 by the Ministry of Health and Welfare of Taiwan. Its main objective is 
to provide training and exchange programs to health professionals from its partner countries all over the world. Dele-
gates and guests are able to participate in health related activities therefore making worthy contributions to their coun-
tries in particular and to the international community as a whole. TIHTC provides training for international medical hu-
man resources so that recipient countries would possess professional medical technical capabilities. TIHTC has several 
programs such as General clinical training program, Healthcare management training program, Emergency care man-
agement training program, and Acupuncture and Traditional Chinese medicine training program.   
   
What these Fellows attended gave them a view into Traditional Chinese Medicine.  The facilitators were all Traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM) practitioners, some were licensed TCM while others are both licensed in TCM and Western 
Medicine.  According to them they have a track at their school system that allowed one to finish Western Medicine for 8 
years and continue on for another 5 years in TCM.
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One of the past-presidents of PCOMS was appointed as a board member of 
the PRC Board of Dentistry.  Fellow Roberto M. Tajonera recently joined as 
member the Board of Dentistry of the Professional Regulation Commission,  
Dr Tajonera has also served the dental profession as president of the Philip-
pine Dental Association and the Manila Chapter of PDA. 

As of present time there are two Fellows of the College that have been ap-
pointed to this auspicious position with Hon. Dominador ‘Jimmy’ Santos, Jr+ 
being the other. 

The Professional Regulation Commission was established in 1973 under PD 
No.223 and under RA 8981 or the PRC Modernisation Act of 2009 it is the 
state agency that includes in its mandate to monitor the schools performances 
in order to help other agencies to upgrade the quality of education, and en-
force its powers to regulate and supervise the practice of the professionals 
who make up the highly skilled manpower of the country.1   

1.  Source: Wikipedia

PCOMS FELLOW APPOINTED TO THE PRC BOARD OF DENTISTRY

PCOMS MIDYEAR 
CONVENTION 2016

An introduction to Geriatric Care in the Dental 
practice started the day with topics on CVD and 
Minor Oral Surgery, Pre-Prosthetic Surgery in 
Geriatric Patients, Pharmacological considera-
tions in the Elderly and Management of Fractures 
in the Atrophic Manible was delivered by Fellows 
Darry Reyes, Jay Hansel Tabije, Ida Inductivo-
Balanag, Vanessa Florento, and Joven Javier 
respectively.  Special lecturers Dr. Imelda Caole-

Ang, cardiologist, touched on the topic Pre-surgical 
Considerations in Geriatric Patients and Prof. Rajapas Panichuttra, a Prosthodontist from Thailand, gave an insightful 
lecture on the use of Dental Implants on the Fully Edentulous Mandible.

PERSPECTIVES: TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE  
The course started with a brief history of Taiwan and the development of 
acupuncture and traditional medicine in Taiwan.  It was then followed by a 
structured discussion on Ear Acupuncture, Facial Acupuncture, Acu-
puncture in Gynecology, Tongue Inspection and Pulse Examination, Clini-
cal application of Acupuncture in soft tissue disorders, Health building diet 
and Food therapy.  The course itinerary also included a visit to the Taipei 
City Hospital and a tour of the Ko-Da Pharmaceutical Company that uses 
herbal ingredients for their products. 

“Included in what we learned are the twelve meridians and the three hundred sixty-five acupuncture points.  How acu-
puncture works and is applied together with herbal medicine gave us an insight into how Chinese Medicine can inte-
grate with Western Medicine.  It was presented by expert practitioners in the field backed up by scientific researches.  It 
was weeks of intense work. The only down side for me was that the information given from those who have studied 
and practiced for years is too much to fathom in a few weeks.”   

The course was well attended with 10 other participants from different countries. The Philippines was likewise repre-
sented by three PCOMS Fellows, two Physicians, a nurse and an acupuncturist.


